
DON WILLETT AND THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
 

Highlights: 
 

• Don Willett opposed the Affordable Care Act. 
o Willett was said to have praised Greg Abbott “for leading the fight against Obamacare.” 
o Willett supposedly said that if the Supreme Court upheld the Affordable Care Act, “the law would destroy the 

notion of limited federal powers.” 
 

Willett Opposed The Affordable Care Act 
 
WILLETT EMBRACED ABBOTT AND OPPOSED THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
 
Willett Was Said To Have Praised Greg Abbott “For Leading The Fight Against Obamacare.” According to the 
Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, “Echoing the sentiment expressed in his Robinson concurrence, Justice 
Willett criticized the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in remarks he made in January 2012, months before the Supreme Court 
upheld the constitutionality of the ACA. According to a news account: ‘Texas Supreme Court Justice Don Willett, speaking 
before [Texas Attorney General] Abbott, praised the attorney general for leading the fight against ‘Obamacare.’  Willett said a 
U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding the law would destroy the notion of limited federal powers.  ‘Government will have 
carte blanche to control every sphere of your everyday life,’ Willett said.’” [Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, 
11/14/17] 
 
VIDEO: Willett Claimed In A Campaign Ad That Greg Abbott Said Willett Was “The Judicial Remedy To 
Obamacare.” According to Justice Don Willett’s Commercial on YouTube, “NARRATOR: Texas Supreme Court Justice 
Don Willett is widely hailed as our most conservative justice. Conservative leaders even describe Don Willett as the judicial 
remedy to Obamacare, drafting the legal roadmap to reign in big government. Don Willett helped defend the right of Texas to 
display the Ten Commandments and fought the liberals who tried to remove the words ‘Under God’ from our Pledge.”  

 
[Justice Don Willett’s Commercial via YouTube, 5/7/12] 
 
WILLETT SUPPOSEDLY SAID THAT IF THE SUPREME COURT UPHELD THE 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT, “THE LAW WOULD DESTROY THE NOTION OF 
LIMITED FEDERAL POWERS” 
 
Willett Supposedly Said That If The Supreme Court Upheld The Affordable Care Act, “The Law Would Destroy The 
Notion Of Limited Federal Powers.” According to the Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, “Echoing the 
sentiment expressed in his Robinson concurrence, Justice Willett criticized the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in remarks he made 
in January 2012, months before the Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of the ACA.  According to a news account: 

https://civilrights.org/resource/oppose-confirmation-don-willett-u-s-court-appeals-fifth-circuit/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WJQFioXc4Mg


“Texas Supreme Court Justice Don Willett, speaking before [Texas Attorney General] Abbott, praised the attorney general for 
leading the fight against ‘Obamacare.’  Willett said a U.S. Supreme Court decision upholding the law would destroy the notion 
of limited federal powers.  ‘Government will have carte blanche to control every sphere of your everyday life,’ Willett said.’” 
[Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights, 11/14/17] 
 
Willett Wrote That Chief Justice John Roberts “Entrenched His Legacy” By Upholding The Affordable Care Act. 
According to an opinion piece written by Justice Willett in the Chron, “Until 10:07 a.m. last Thursday, Chief Justice John 
Roberts had never joined the U.S. Supreme Court's liberal bloc in a 5-4 case. He picked a doozy, and entrenched his legacy - a 
signature judicial pronouncement upholding a signature presidential priority. In the most momentous ruling since Bush v. 
Gore, the Court upheld the 2,471-page law overhauling one-sixth of the economy. Conservatives lost the short-term battle as a 
policy matter - Obamacare lives (for now) - but they may win the long-term war as a constitutional matter.” [Chron – Opinion 
by Justice Don Willett, 6/29/12] 
 
 

https://civilrights.org/resource/oppose-confirmation-don-willett-u-s-court-appeals-fifth-circuit/
https://www.chron.com/opinion/outlook/article/parsing-the-court-s-decision-on-obamacare-3674367.php

