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Highlights: 
 

● Raymond Gruender was part of the majority that tossed the Environmental Protection Agency’s ban on a pesticide 
linked to brain development problems in children. 

○ The pesticide, Chlorpyrifos, was proven to cause developmental issues in children’s brains after increased 
exposure. 

 

Gruender Ruled To Relax Food Safety Standards On A Harmful Pesticide 
Known To Cause Brain Development Issues In Children’s Brains 
 
GRUENDER WAS PART OF THE MAJORITY THAT TOSSED THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY’S BAN ON A PESTICIDE LINKED 
TO PROBLEMS WITH CHILDREN'S BRAIN DEVELOPMENT 
 
Chlorpyrifos Was A Harmful Neurotoxin That Causes Harm To Developing Brains Of Children 
 
Research Into Chlorpyrifos Proved That Exposure To It Could Irreversibly Harm Developing Brains Of Children.  
According to the National Resources Defense Council, “Chlorpyrifos, part of a family of nerve agents developed during 
World War II, is a potent neurotoxin that research shows can permanently and irreversibly harm the developing brains of 
children. Exposure in early life to chlorpyrifos—on favorite fruits like apples and berries, via drinking water contaminated by 
agricultural runoff and through drifting air from nearby farm fields—can increase risk of developmental delays, learning 
disabilities, lower IQ scores, and ADHD. It can also lead to respiratory problems and diminished lung function.” [National 
Resources Defense Council, 9/17/21] 
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2022: The Environmental Protection Agency’s Instituted A Full Ban On Chlorpyrifos 
  
2022: The Environmental Protection Agency Ban On Chlorpyrifos Went Into Full Effect. According to the Wildlife 
Management Institute, “Required to act by a 9th Circuit Court of Appeals decision in April 2021, EPA issued a final rule in 
August 2021— that went into full effect February 28, 2022—stating that “EPA is unable to conclude that the risk from 
aggregate exposure from the use of chlorpyrifos meets the safety standard of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
(FFDCA). Accordingly, EPA is revoking all tolerances for chlorpyrifos.’ On November 2, 2023, the 8th Circuit U.S. Court of 
Appeals decided to vacate EPA’s 2021 decision to cancel all food tolerances for chlorpyrifos and sent it back to the 
agency.”[Wildlife Management Institute, 11/23] 
 
November 2023: The Eighth Circuit Of Appeals Vacated The Ban 
 
November 2023: The Eighth Circuit Of Appeals Vacated The Ban.  According to the Wildlife Management Institute, 
“Required to act by a 9th Circuit Court of Appeals decision in April 2021, EPA issued a final rule in August 2021— that went 
into full effect February 28, 2022—stating that “EPA is unable to conclude that the risk from aggregate exposure from the use 
of chlorpyrifos meets the safety standard of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA). Accordingly, EPA is 
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revoking all tolerances for chlorpyrifos.” On November 2, 2023, the 8th Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals decided to vacate 
EPA’s 2021 decision to cancel all food tolerances for chlorpyrifos and sent it back to the agency.”[Wildlife Management 
Institute, 11/23] 
 

● November 2023: Gruender Was Part Of The Majority That Ruled To Remove The Ban. According to The Hill, 
“The ruling comes from Judges Lavenski Smith, Raymond Gruender and David Stras, two of whom were appointed 
by former President George W. Bush and one of whom was appointed by former President Trump.” [The Hill, 
11/2/23] 
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